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Scottish Vintage Austin Enthusiasts Club

ATDC Scroll Signing - Edinburgh
Sunday September 2nd 2012

Attendees: -

Tom and Joyce Ritchie – 1926 Austin 20HP Landaulette

Dave and Rita Ferguson – 1928 Austin Windsor

Dave and Gwynith Young/Bill and Maggie Brown – 1933 Austin Berkley

Bob and Joan Archer - 1934 Austin Ascot Lt 14/4
Roger Lezemore & Ralph Allardyce – 1936 Austin 12/4 Eton

Alex Fender - 1950 Austin Devon 
Ian Headrick and Terry Shields – 1947 Rover P2
George Russell and Hilary Vandore – 1952 Austin Sheerline

Rob Veitch - 1956 Bearmore Taxi
Bob McCulloch – 1967 Beardmore Taxi
Joyce McCulloch – 1992 Carbodies Fairway Driver taxi
Better late than never – How true a saying is that!? Three years late to be precise but WELL WORTH THE WAIT I can assure you. The ATDC Regional Scroll had finally arrived in Scotland’s Capital.
Once again a vintage motoring Sunday saw us blessed with just light overhead cloud. The first meeting point was at the Tesco store in South Queensferry. 5 cars met here for a mid morning breakfast. Following that it was on to the next rendezvous in Queensferry Road Edinburgh. From here we had 10 of the 11 cars meet and then a lovely entourage drive through the heart of Edinburgh City center led by and ‘tail ended’ by local Taxi drivers Bob McCulloch and his friend Rob Vietch respectively. The heads certainly turned. 
Our arrival on The Royal Mile in the High Street was met by the security bollards still up, no problem we thought, we have the mobile number of the Lord Provosts Officer on duty, but no, “the mobile number you have called is switched off”! By this time our line up had attracted a swarm of visitors and passers by along with the menacing huge haulage transporter trying to reverse alongside us to unload a construction digger. We were saved by a very local knowledgeable ‘street performer’ who was actually concerned we might be pinching his space! He informed us the nice policeman in the office across the street had a key, so on production of the e mails to the Lord Provosts office the said nice policeman indeed did lower the bollards for us, glee, we were “IN”! Meandering carefully through the crowds our cars were parked in the ‘Park and Show’ section of the pedestrianised section of this famous street. Like wasps to honey the visiting crowds poured around our cars, a great atmosphere. We had indeed arrived. Every owner/driver and passengers were having the time of his/her life answering all the enquiries like ‘What is it’, ‘How old’ etc. etc., you know the questions. Now I know we have often said ‘If I had a pound for every photo….’ Well, if I had a pound for every camera……, I would be able to afford another Austin! Enormous crowds. Fun was had by all and a cheeky photo session was created when I asked a local resident who happened to stick his head out of his window, some 3 stories high, if we could pop up to photograph the cars! The gentleman was more than delighted to do so and catered for this with glee (despite in the middle of moving out that day!). A very big thanks to him, mind you, from up there the cars looked a little ‘Dinky Like’!
Another fascinating part of the day was when a latecomer to the party, Roger Lezemore and Ralph Allardyce turned up and were also puzzled by the bollards! As the friendly policeman had closed for lunch it took a bit of maneuvering between another set of pavement concrete bollards and a drive along the wide pavement with yours truly walking in front (no red flag though!) through the crowds and past the street entertainer who joined in with a rendition of ‘Chitty Chitty Bang Bang’ to amuse his crowd! Roger’s lovely Eton (It is actually owned by Ralph but ‘exercised’ by Roger) made it safely to our area to add to the show.

With the men all enjoying this atmosphere and the ladies in the middle of a massive shopping city center, all were happy, resulting in time flying and the appointed 2pm timeslot for the scroll signing by the Edinburgh Lord Provost, The Rt Hon David Wilson, arrived in no time. Local man Bob McCulloch and myself called at the Lord Provost’s office for a little guided tour and then it was all out to get down to business. The Lord Provost was very warmly greeted by each owner individually to receive a Vintage Motoring History lesson. After some 40 minutes of such education the Lord Provost then inspected the scroll and his signature was captured. A photo session followed with the Lord Provost, the scroll, and then with all drivers and attendees for a group photo. A dignified speech was made by the Lord Provost in which he described what a high level of workmanship and maintenance was evident in the cars present. He thanked one and all for entertaining the Edinburgh population and visitors alike, he then departed for his next appointment, the famous Edinburgh Pyrotechnics display at The Castle to mark the end of the Edinburgh Festival, yes, a very busy city….. and this did not cost the City one dime!
As we had our parking area from noon until 4pm, further entertaining of the crowds was soaked up by all. It was then back to the tricky situation of, er, how do we get out of here, however, a combination of ‘approach the bollards and the automatic system lowered them down’ and the nice policeman coming to our aid averted a rather nasty thought of the bollard gushing up when a car was half way through! Some left for home and 6 cars and occupants ‘went on’ to a Sunday Roast at the Lauriston Farm restaurant. As usual driving home was just as much fun as the whole day had been. One of the best days our club has enjoyed, the CARS certainly were THE STARS. Same again next year please. 
A very big thank you to all who helped with Tesco meeting, parking, policeman organizing and photos/videos, especially on this occasion Bob and Joyce McCulloch with the insider information in the capital.
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